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Earlier this morning, a church member showed me the Garber Church newsletter from one year 
ago May, 2014.  He and his wife had retained the article entitled Life Together in Garber UM 
Church: Musings on Purpose.  That article began with this paragraph: 
 

Garber United Methodist Church exists as a community of believers in Jesus Christ 
whose mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.  Therefore, we seek intentionally to evangelize, to instruct, and to form persons 
that all may become complete in Christ. (Colossians 1:28) We seek fully to incorporate 
persons into the Church, that being nurtured in their discipleship, they may serve Christ 
according to his call upon us.  I offer such a statement not because a committee of the 
church met for hours to establish it, but because it is given to us by Jesus Christ as he 
commissioned his followers to continue his ministry (Matthew 28:16-20) and by our 
United Methodist Church in the Book of Discipline. 

 

The article continued by enumerating 13 objectives for our life together.  The first of which said, 
“I envision everyone within the influence of our church receiving an invitation to trust Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord; to walk on a path of discipleship and thus becoming more like Jesus 
Christ.” 
 

Reflecting upon this life of trusting Jesus as Savior and Lord and then growing in Christlikeness, 
many earlier Christians sought to describe the identifying marks of such a life.  Martin Luther 
thought more in terms of the whole Body of Christ in its maturity.  He defined seven marks: 
preaching; baptism; Eucharist; exercise of keys, i.e. discipline; ordination; catechesis, or 
training/teaching; and discipleship.  By association, anyone seeking to be complete in Christ 
would associate with the local church in its practices of Word, sacrament, order, and service. 
 

John Wesley, thinking of the growing life of Christlikeness, said that such a life is marked by 
faith, hope, and love.  This trio of virtues is present in several places in Scripture.  In Romans 5, 
we are justified by faith (5:1) in Jesus Christ, through whom exult in the “hope of the glory of 
God” (5:2), so that we develop hope (5:4).  This hope does not disappoint because the “love of 
God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit.” (5:5) Additionally, Wesley 
refers to 1 Corinthians 13 in which faith, hope, and love continue even into eternity. 
 

Martin Luther’s marks are focused upon the practices that make one Christlike.  John Wesley’s 
focus was upon the character we seek to develop.  These are not at odds.  We all know that the 
muscles we exercise are ones to become strong.  No one develops the muscles of faith, hope, 
and love who does not practice and exercise by Word, Sacrament, Order, and Service. 
 

This being said, the first objective was about more than each of us becoming more Christlike.  It 
is also about our invitational manner toward everyone in our sphere of influence.  Churches may 
do and accomplish many things in acts of mercy and devotion.  Churches may present myriads 
of programs.  However, all we do must have an invitation to Christ our Savior and Lord. 
 

Success in cultivating this first objective in our common life as a church would be measured in 
large part by how intentional our members are in offering Christ.  Wherever our members are 
encountering others, there we have a sphere of influence.  Herein lies one of the amazing 
characteristics of God’s work: every Christian is truly and genuinely one in whom the living 
Jesus Christ may be met.  Because he may be truly met, known, and loved through us, we seek 
to be Christ like in order to present him well. 
           (OVER) 


